Cincinnati

Children’s

Allergy & Immunology

Marc E. Rothenberg, MD, PhD
Director

513-636-7210

Fax 513-636-3310
marcrothenberg@cchme.org

Amal H. Assa'ad, MD
Director of Clinical Services
513-636-7944

Fax 513-636-4615

Kevin Titus, MBA
Business Director

J. Pablo Abonia, MD
Alexandra H. Filipovich, MD
Thomas J. Fischer, MD
Gurjit Khurana Hershey, MD, PhD
Simon Hogan, PhD
Harpinder Kalra, MD
Michelle B. Lierl, MD

Anil Mishra, PhD

Kimberly Risma, MD, PhD
Yui-Hsi Wang, PhD

Nives Zimmermann, MD
Karl von Tiehl, MD

Li Zuo, MD

Deborah Seider, RN
513-636-9413
Fax 513-636-4615

Christine Steinmetz, RN
513-636-4583
Fax 513-636-4615

Annette Ahrens, BA

Bridget Buckmeier, BA, CCRP
Allison Greenberg, AB
Tommie Grotjan

Clinical Research Coordinators

Sean Jameson, BA
Program Coordinator CCED

LaWanda Bryant, BA
Senior Administrative Assistant

\

February 25, 2010

CURED Foundation UNIVERSITY “1(‘[' .
¢/o Ellyn Kodroff Cincinnati
PO Box 32

Lincolnshire, IL 60069

Dear Ellyn and Members of the CURED Board:

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you and update you about the progress we
have made utilizing your extremely generous, critical, and motivational continuous
financial support to the eosinophil research program at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital.
You and the dear members of your family and the CURED Board have truly helped
changed the outcome of our research focused on understanding, best treatment and cure
for eosinophilic gastrointestinal disorders (EGID).

Over the next year, your recent donation of $100,000 will assist us with understanding
our recent breakthroughs concerning the genetic cause of EGID as we have just
completed the first genome wide analysis using a well-developed genomics platform.
This research has identified very attractive genetic leads that are providing true
understanding of the mechanistic steps involved in eosinophilic esophagitis and EGID.
We are also now embarking on a clinical trial that is designed to test an innovative and

promising strategy to medically treat eosinophilic esophagitis by blocking a pathway

that was directly identified by our basic research studies (anti-IL-13). Additionally, we
are focusing on understanding non-responsiveness to fluticasone therapy by examining a
specific genetic pathway that appears to be involved in steroid resistance in the GI tract
(mediated by FKBP51). We are also extending our first controlled clinical trial by
examining the impact of higher doses of this medicine in a controlled clinical trial. We
are also heavily invested in the development of non-invasive tests for diagnosing and
monitoring EGID and are focusing on a cytokine panel in the blood as well as genetic
panel from GI tissue that may ease disease diagnosis and classification. Further, we are
examining the mechanism of eosinophilic gastritis and comparing it to the steps involved
with eosinophilic esophagitis, especially because Jorie and others often having waning
and waxing disease that shifts between the stomach and esophagus. While we aim to
provide the best care possible for each patient, we also aim to learn from each patient
through medical research. Indeed, nearly all patients are being enrolled into an
eosinophilic patient data bank designed to answer fundamental clinical, epidemiological,
outcomes and quality of life questions concerning this debilitating disease. As we
discussed, we are expanding our databank to become a national registry for EGID.

The following outlines our steady progress over the past year, all based on publnshed
studies funded in part by CURED (as acknowledged in many papers).

¢ Publication of ~25 articles in international medical journals.
e Identification of a novel pathway that connects stress with allergic inflammation
(NPS and its receptor in the brain).

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center

MLC 2000, 3333 Burnet Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45229-3039 | www.cincinnatichildrens.org

Phone 513-636-6771 | Clinical Fax 513-636-4615 | Research Fax 513-636-3310 | Patient Appointments 513-636-2601

An Equal Opportunity Employer







